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U.K. Imports During the War 


First Publication of Detailed Figures 


The last detailed statistics of imports appeared in the 
Annual Statement of Trade for 1939. Figures showing 
the value of each group of imports were published 
monthly up to the end of 1940. Since then the only 
published information has been that contained in the 
White Paper on Statistics relating to the War Effort 
of the United Kingdom (Cmd. 6564), which was sum- 
marised in an article in the Board of Trade Journal 
dated December 2, 1944. 

The Accounts relating to the Import and Re-e ~xport 
Trade of the United Kingdom published to-day give 
detailed figures relating to the quantities and values 
of the principal commodities imported into the United 
Kingdom in each of the war years. No country detail is 
shown for the individual commodities, but all the 
principal countries of consignment are shown for each 
commodity group. The Import Account is followed by 
a Re-export Account showing quantities and values for 
the principal commodities re-exported. A final table 
gives the value of imports recorded as consigned from 
each British and foreign country during each year from 
1938 to 1944, with a rather less detailed statement for 
re-exports. 

Some of the exclusions from and inclusions in the 
Import Account are of sufficient importance to require 
special mention :— 

(1) Stores for the Military, Naval and Air Forces 
brought to this country on Government vessels have 
always been excluded from the import figures. From 
1942 imports by Government Departments of “ muni- 
tions,” i.e., aircraft and other vehicles (except tyres 
and tubes for road vehicles) and arms, ammunition 
and militarv and naval stores, are excluded from this 
Account. Prior to 1942, such imports were included 
in the Account under the appropriate headings, except 
that certain warlike stores imported for Government 
use were included in a comprehensive heading for 
‘Government Stores.” 

(2) Equipment and stores imported direct by 
Dominion, Colonial and Allied Forces and auxiliary 
bodies based in the United Kingdom are excluded 
from the figures for all years; imports by a United 
Kingdom Government Department, which were 
transferred subsequently to such Forces within this 
country, are, however, included in the figures. 

(3) Goods imported under Lend-Lease or Mutual 
Aid arrangements are included throughout under the 
appropriate headings. 

(4) Parcels despatched direct from North America 
to United States and Canadian Forces in this country 
are excluded from the import figures ; all other parcels 


arriving in this country, whether gift parcels or not, 
are included in the figures, those containing goods 
liable to import duty being recorded under the appro- 
priate heading in the Account and not under Parcel 


Post. 


General Review 

The following table shows the course of our imports 
during the years 1938 to 1944. As already mentioned, 
the figures for 1942 to 1944 are not strictly comparable 
with those for the earlier war years, since they exclude 
imports of munitions. The year most affected is 1941, 
the figures for that year including a substantial amount 
of munitions ; 1940 is affected to a lesser extent. Imports 
recorded under the ‘‘ Government Stores” heading, 
which are smaller in value than those which would have 
been recorded as munitions, rose from £1-0 million in 
1938 to £3-3 million in 1939, £29-4 million in 1940 and 
£57-9 million in 1941. 

£ million 


Month 


1940* | 1941* 1942 | 1 1943 
January ... ‘9 | 75-6 | 103-7 5:3] 83-7 60°7 
February... 95-6 . 83-5 
March 108-6 | 83-6 


1938 | 1939* 1944 
92-5 
104-5 
110-4 


April ose | 4° 70: 107°8 92-3 107-6 
May 5: 103-9 96: 89-8 95-6 119-5 
June 89-5 82°3 116-5 
July ¢ 2° 108-5 
August ... . I | 94- . 8 | . 114°5 
September 5. 9-9 | . 5: 92-6 25: 107-5 


October 
November 
December 


110-5 
121-6 
98-6 


Corrected 
Total for 


Year ... | 919-5 [885-5 | 1,152°1 | 1,145-1] 996-3 | 1,232-6 | 1,306-2 








* Including imports by Government Departments of “‘ munitions,” 
i.e., aircraft and other vehicles (except tyres and tubes for road 
vehicles) and arms, ammunition and military and naval stores. 


Diversion of shipping, the introduction of the convoy 
system and other dislocations resulting from the outbreak 
of war caused a sharp drop in the value of imports in 
September and October, 1939. There was a marked 
recovery in November and December, when, though 
imports were over 10 per cent. higher in value than a 
year earlier, they were nearly 10 per cent. lower in volume. 
Import prices started to rise immediately on the out- 
break of war, partly as a result of the charge for war 
risks insurance, partly from increased freight rates, and 
partly from the devaluation of sterling and other cause 
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UNITED KINGDOM IMPORTS— continued information was available to enable them to be allocated to UN 
Increased imports of materials in the first five months of 1940 Government Stores or other headings in the Accounts, but off: 
resulted in figures of over £100 million a month, except for the which, owing to lack of information, could not be assigned to fro’ 
short month of February, and the volume of imports was rather individual months. mu 
higher than the 1938 average. Prices continued to vise and The trend of imports in 1941 was steadily upward owing to cen 
by May were about 40 per cent. higher than at the outbreak of | the substitution of Lend-Lease for Cash and Carry early in the cen 
war. After the fall of France imports from European countries _year,,and the increasing relative importance of munitions. This I 
were reduced to very small dimensions, and the longer hauls applied to volume as well as value, the price rise during the year 194 
necessitated by the closing of the Mediterranean to through being less than 10 per cent. The volume of imports for the the 
traffic caused a great reduction in the quantity of imports that whole year was 22 per cent. belew the 1938 figure ; by December im] 
could be carried with the available shipping. Accordingly, as import prices were about 60 per cent. higher than at the outbreak mo) 
from June, 1940, all non-Governmental imports became subject of war. The 
to Import Licensing restrictions (in the preceding war-time To facilitate interpretation of the figures, imports of munitions exc 
period only a limited range of mainly luxury goods was restricted by Government Departments were recorded separately as from Ow! 
in this way), with a view to allowing only essential materials, January 1, 1942, and they are not included in the figures for volt 
food and tobacco to be imported. The figures in the table for 1942, 1943 and 1944 shown in these Accounts. Their exclusion 74 ( 
individual months in the second half of 1940 are understated by from the figures led to a drop of over £25 million a month if 
about £50 million in the aggregate; this represents the value between the final quarter of 1941 and the first quarter of 1942. mill 
of imports of war materials and munitions, about which sufficient The loss of our Far Eastern sources of supply was only partly tion 
VOLUME OF RETAINED IMPORTS (INCLUDING hentetensansaned DURING 1939, 1940 AND 1941 
4 Beane slit eg ee ere encah : a E - — 
| RETAINED TOTAL RETAINED | 
| IMPORTS IMPORTS IMPORTS ' 
ie ee — ee =e eanaaleagi a |. 
Class and Group | Value at 1935 Prices Index Nos. of Index Nos. of 
| Average velar Volume 
| 1939 “1940 1941 1939 | 1940 | ‘1941 | 1939 5 1940 | 1941 
| | | | 
I.—Foop, Drink anp ToBacco— £7000 £7000 | £000 (1988 = 100) “a 938 = 100) | 
A. Grain and flour . 53,592 | 57,098 46,385 a4 1 124 147 97 |{ 103 | 84 | 1 1 
B. Feeding-stufts for animals | 8,013 5,257 1,550 87 125 125 90 | 59 17 | 2 2} 
C. Animals, living, for food 6,324 | 5,108 | 2,962 108 | 132 | 148 11] | 90 52 3 3 | 
D. Meat 81,103 | 68,947 | 78,593 | 102 125 | 135 101 | 86 98 | 4 4 | 
E. Dairy produce | 57,877 | 39,686 | 40,521 | 101 | 122 | 128 94 | 64 66 | 5 5 | 
F. Fresh fruit and vegete able Ss -- | 33,185 18,391 2,469 104 | 148 180 90 | 560 7 6 6 | 
G Beverages and cocoa preparations . | 34,149 | 39,984 | 35,191 99 | 99 113 87 | 102 90 7 7 
H. Other food | 64,288 | 40,491 | 40,462 110 151 167 103 | at 77 8 8 | 
I. Tobacco ... | 13,722 9,368 13,178 94 | 95 | 139 60 | 41 57 9 9 | 
Torar, Crass I... | 284,330 261,311 99 126 | 139 94 | 78 | 72 | 10 10 
— -} — - ee — > a a —-— —_|-_—_———_—_—_|—— — 
11.—Raw MarTertaAts AND ARTICLES MAINLY | | 
UNMANUFACTURED— | | 
A. Coal 16 32 3 * * si a * ll ll 
B. Other non- 1-metallife rous " mining and quarry | 
products and the like ° ol 4,432 | 4,464 3,400 ll. | 367 | «362 99 100 76 12 12 | 
C. lron ore and scrap af 6,159 | 6,259 | 3,338 92 | 155 | 248 95 96 51 13 13 
D. Non-ferrous metalliferous ores and sc rap 14,849 | 18,298 14,425 108 | 122 141 103 | 127 100 | 14 14 
E. Wood and timber “A as - | 28,108 17,539 | 9,800 102 | 167 | 197 85 | 5: 30 15 15 
F. Raw cotton and cotton waste. | 36,368 41,047 23,547 108 | 144 | 181 108 | 122 70 16 16 | 
G. Wool, raw and waste, and woolle on rags + | 29,429 43,102 | 13,525 95 | 130 | 144 lll 162 61 | 17 17 
H. Silk, raw and waste, and artificial silk we aste | 1,515 1,941 | 651 149 | 207 | 199 82 105 35 18 18 | 
I. Other textile mate srials.. | 10,014 | 9,174 | 4,976 110 | 193 | 168 100 | 92 50 | 19 19 | 
J. Seeds and nuts for oil, oils, fate, nr resins and gums ns | 29,628 | 29,679 26,161 99 | 145 | 147 102 | 102 90 20 20 | 
K. Hides and skins, undressed | 6,797 | 9,382 5,584 101 110 118 90 | 125 74 | 21 21 
L. Paper-making materials 12,040 | 5,599 | 2,566 96 174 223 102. | 47 22 | 22 22 | 
M. Rubber ... | 4,094 | 11,848 9,920 | 122 | 163 | 180 53 | 154 | 129 | 23 23 | 
N. Miscellaneous raw mate rials and artic sles mainly | | | | 
unmanufactured 8,333 7,449 1 4,540 102 153 | 257 9] | 81 49 24 24 | 
Tora, Crass II 191,782 | 205, 813 | 122,436 | 101 | 141 | 163 98 | 105 62 | 26 26 | 
a ‘pera ae ainamenns i ieee ee a 
II}.—ArtricLes WHOLLY oR MAINLY MANUFAC: | | | | 
TURED— | | | | | 
A. Coke and manufactured fuel ... ro oo | 4 2 0 lee ERs * * | * * | 2% 26 | 
B. Pottery, glass, abrasives, etc. .| 5,072 | 1,206 927] 101 | 137 171 69 | 17 3 | 27 7 | 
C. Iron and steel and manufactures thereof 13,984 | 20,636 | 25,799 86 | 151 173 149 | 219 274 28 28 | 
D. Non-ferrous metals and manufactures thereof 28,645 39,552 | 37,616 110 | 130 132 103 | 142 136 {29 29 | 
E. Cutlery, hardware, implements and instruments 4,828 | 2,784 | 2,626 106 | 134 195 76 44 42 | 30 30 | 
F. Electrical goods and apparatus 2,675 | 3,106 1,243 06 f 127 202 94 110 44 | 31 31 | 
G. Machinery | 19,845 | 24,814 | 25,353 115 158 193 98 122 125 32 32 
H. Manufactures of wood and timber "| 4,382 | 1,938 | 981 101 182 234 79 35 18 | 33 33 
I. Cotton yarns and manufactures .. | 2,359 | 1,487 | 842 97 195 205 76 48 27 | 34 34 
J. Woollen and worsted yarns and manufactures 3,436 | 1,215 | 17 94 141 202 96 34 + | 35 35 
K. Silk and artificial silk yarns and manufactures | 4,112 | 714 | 48 94 131 278 79 14 1 | 36 36 
L. Manufactures of other textile materials 6,284 | 8,291 2,421 117 | 207 183 131 173 51 37 37 
M. Apparel .. | 5,237 | 891 362 | 100 123 125 69 12 5 | 38 38 
N. Footwear 3,432 1,487 | 944 100 133 133 95 41 26 39 39 
O. Chemicals, drugs, ‘dyes ‘end colours 14,156 | 12,183 | 8,371 106 136 180 112 96 | 66 40 40 
P. Oils, fats and resins, manufactured . | 33,657 | 35,025 | 42,000 | 110 168 185 94 98 117 | 41 41 
Q. Leather and manufgctures thereof ine 6,299 | 5,507 2,381 104 138 138 124 109 47 | 42 42 
R. Paper, cardboard, etc. -- | 13,969 | 9,462 2,283 99 152 195 107 72 17 | 43 43 | 
8S. Vehicles (including locomotiv es, ‘ships ‘and air- | 
craft) ay | 7,545 | 23,245 | 51,976 | 110 | 207 | 215 | 176 | 542 | 1,213 | 44 4s | 
T. Rubber manufactures 1,361 946 | 999 106 146 168 140 97 103 | 45 45 
U. Miscellaneous articles wholly or or mainly manu- = 
factured } 17,191 | 26,757 | 32,514 104 141 | 190 93 145 176 | 46 46 
| ra? rT a ae 
Torat, Crass HI 198,473 | 221,248 | 239,703 106 158 183 100 112 121 | 47 47 
IV.—ANIMALS, NOT FOR FOOD 1,098 1,202 | 615 90 88 70 148 162 83. | 48 48 | 
V.—ParceL Post 3,251 3,080 | 3,080 . seit Wes 95 90 90 | 49 49 | 
TOTAL, ALL CLASSES 736,857 | 715,673 | 627,145 101 | 139 | 160 97 | 94 82 50) 50 
i | ' : : 
* These figures would have no significance. 
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UNITED KINGDOM IMPORTS—continued 

offset during 1942 by rather larger imports of Lend-Lease goods 
from the United States. The volume of total imports including 
munitions was only one point higher than in 1941, being 21 per 
cent. below 1938 ; excluding munitions, imports sank to 33 per 
cent. below their 1938 figure. 

Imports in the last two months of 1942 and the first two of 
1943 were very low owing to the diversion of shipping for use in 
the North African campaign. After March it was possible to 
import non-munitions rather more freely, and in only three 
months since that time has the value fallen below £100 million. 
The volume has been less than 80 per cent. of the 1938 figure 
except in the latter half of 1943, when it was rather higher. 
Owing, however, to the small imports in the first quarter, the 
volume index for total non-munition imports in 1943 was only 
74 (1938 = 100), the corresponding figures for 1944 being 76. 

Imports of munitions rose from £209 million in 1942 to £652 
million in 1943 and £1,055 million last year. Including muni- 
tions, therefore, the values of imports in the past three years 
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VOLUME OF RETAINED IMPORTS DURING 1938, 1942, 1943 AND 1944 
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have been 1,206, 1,885 and 2,361 million £ respectively, the 
volume figures in relation to 1938 being 79, 111 and 136. 

Re-exports, which were £62 million in 1938, fell to 46, 26, 13, 
11, 13 and 10 million £ during the war years, re-exports of 
munitions being more than, half the total in 1942 and 1943. 

Retained Imports. The fall in the value of our re-export trade 
has led to an appreciably smaller reduction in the volume of 
imports available for home consumption than in total imports. 
The table on pages 366 and 367 gives the results, for each class 
and group distinguished in the oversea trade statistics, of the 
revaluation of retained imports in each year from 1938 to 1944, 
at the average values of 1935. The figures for the years 1939, 
1940 and 1941 have been grouped together, since they include 
munitions and are therefore not comparable with those for the 
later years. Though the general results are believed to be 
substantially accurate, the volume figures for individual groups 
may be affected by the rather violent changes in make-up that 
have resulted from the war. 

The major changes in make-up are, however, by the method 
















































































RETAINED IMPORTS TOTAL IMPORTS RETAINED IMPORTS 
Value at 1935 Prices Index Nos. of Average Values Index Nos. of Volume 
SS ee rena nee es em ff bes 
1938 1942 | 1943 1944 1942 | 1943 «=| 381944 1942 | = 1948 | 1944 
} | 
eae | ‘ Sea rs 
£000 £000 £7000 £7000 (1938 = 100) ‘ (1938 = 100) 
l 55,396 26,590 28,631 25,617 153 175 194 48 | 52 46 
2 8,940 479 114 597 139 143 198 5 l 7 
3 | 5,702 4,212 2,847 2,882 192 247 249 74 50 51 
4| 80,369 95,507 101,309 98,472 139 147 153 119 126 123 
5| 61,697 48,444 45,791 47,975 135 145 148 79 74 78 
6| 36,975 2,220 967 4,032 248 240 207 6 3 11 
7| 39,043 27,577 34,793 32,479 127 138 147 71 89 83 
8| 52,488 43,441 47,078 45,926 154 175 183 ss 90 87 
9| 22,937 16,379 21,589 14,250 128 195 227 71 | 4 | 62 
10 | 363,547 264,849 283,119 272,230 142 157 165 73 78 | 75 
| 
11 | 13 1 3 3 . . . ws . | is 
| 
12 | 4,475 3,097 4,362 4,176 214 227 231 69 | o7 .| 93 
13 | 6,509 1,709 1,659 1,922 264. 278 280 26 25 | 30 
14] 14,384 11,521 11,857 8,238 191 199 230 80 82 57 
15| 33,063 7,049 9,538 9,940 225 266 277 21 29 30 
16| 33,741 34,918 28,792 23,725 180 222 210 103 | 85 70 
17 26,540 17,444 11,504. 21,459 139 147 147 66 | 43 | 81 
18 | 1,857 184 216 228 321 433 748 10 | 12 12 
19| 10,025 5,220 5,053 5,499 193 209 192 52 51 55 
20| 29,104 23,400 25,081 23,698 165 214 220 80 86 81 
21 7,525 7,199 5,123 6,470 138 162 143 96 i a 86 
22 11,836 3,482 3,014 2,680 223 232 246 290" | 25 | 23 
23| 7,702 4,337 5,536 7,355 180 204 290 56 | 72 | 95 
| 
| 
24 | 9,191 4,699 3,652 4,175 256 301 280 51 40 | 45 
25| 195,965 124,260 115,390 119,568 168 202 207 63 | 59 | 61 
w pe OF ST a5 ae wagers rt ae es 
26 | 4 —_ 0 — — * rer — * | a 
27 7,305 1,438 1,069 510 208 225 198 20 15 7 
28 | 9,414 19,608 21,982 11,011 155 173 193 208 234 | 117 
29| 27,756 36,201 50,793 41,928 146 145 140 130 183 151 
30 | 6,313 4,060 5,494. 3,872 224 251 264 64 87 61 
31 | 2,834 1,177 3,056 9,629 220 255 234 2 108 340) 
32 20,261 15,908 18,652 20,911 210 219 192 79 92 103 
33 5,523 1,054 2,005 2,554 201 292 300 19 36 46 
34 3,092 347 983 661 382 257 395 11 32 21 
35 3,571 75 164 297 240 197 236 2 5 8 
36 5,192 78 524 1,087 241 400 253 2 10 21 
37 4,779 2,936 2,317 4,539 205 204. 241 61 48 95 
38 7,631 325 346 2,357 186 216 238 4 5 31 
39 3,617 364 461 51 163 212 246 10 13 l 
40 12,668 10,847 12,243 12,493 193 215 190 86 97 99 
4] 35,803 38,507 52,140 81,097 218 245 228 108 146 227 
42 5,060 2,515 3,643 2,483 148 156 163 50 72 49 
43 13,084 1,998 1,713 2,240 203 236 252 15 is 17 
| 
44 4,286 1,960 6,138 2,670 185 260 252 46 143 | 62 
45 972 255 212 158 230 269 375 26 2] 16 
46 18,508 3,478 2,861 2,961 211 38 fu: «202 19 15 16 
| a ee eee = wii iene ee — " ; or _ ~ : 
47 197,673 | 143,131 | 186,796 | 203,509 198 215 214 72 94 103 
48 | 741 | 1,430 | 932 | 845 109 | 128 | 170 193 126 114 
49 3422 | ; 3,080 | 3,593 | 6,844 - * | * 90 105 200 
50 | 761,348 | 536,750 | 589,830 | 602,996 163 | 184 | 191 70 | 77 79 





+ Under one. 
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of construction, carried over into the index numbers of average 
values, and this accounts for some of the changes from one year 
to the next. Average values should not be regarded as prices. 
Though the table gives the volume of retained imports in each 
year as being the most significant figures, the average value index 
numbers in the same table relate to total imports. These are 
more reliable than those for retained imports, which are affected 
by the marked reduction and changes in make-up in our re-export 
trade. Of the three main classes, average values of both raw 
materials and manufactured articles imported in 1944 were 
more than double the 1938 figures, but those for food, drink and 
tobacco were only two-thirds higher, partly because prices of 
Lend-Lease foods were stabilised as from 1941. Between 1942 
and 1944 the steepest rise in average values has been for raw 
materials, the increase being one-quarter, compared with one- 
sixth for food, drink and tobacco and only one-tenth for manu- 
factured articles. 

Retained imports of food, drink and tobacco declined in 
1941 and 1942 to less than three-quarters, by volume, of the 
1938 figure ; in the two succeeding years they were only slightly 
higher. The major reduction in the volume index for raw 
materials came in 1941, the volume of retained imports in that 
year being three-fifths of the 1938 figure; the 1941 level was 
maintained during the three succeeding years. The rise in the 
volume index for manufactured articles in 1940 and again in 
1941 was essentially due to imports of munitions ; the exclusion 
of munitions from the figures was largely the cause of the fall in 
the volume index from over 20 per cent. above 1938 in 1941 to 
28 per cent. below in 1942. Between 1942 and 1944 retained 
imports of manufactured articles rose to slightly above the 1938 
level largely as a result of greatly increased imports of refined 
petroleum. 

There have been very marked changes in the character of our 
non-munition imports during the war with a view to economising 
to the greatest possible extent in shipping tonnage. By the 
adoption of the following methods, the volume of imports has 
been maintained at a high level compared with the tonnage 
capacity of the ships employed to carry them :—(1) A drastic cut 
in imports of bulky commodities of low average value, e.g., 
animal feeding-stuffs, timber, iron ore and scrap, and wood-pulp 
(for making paper) ; (2) the substitution of more finished goods 
for raw materials or semi-manufactures, e.g., semi-finished steel 
for iron ore, aluminium for bauxite ; and (3) the elimination of 
the water and other unnecessary parts of normal imports, e.g. 
dried eggs instead of fresh eggs, concentrated fruit juice instead 
of fresh fruit, more meat imported without the bone. 


Retained Imports in 1943 and 1944 


Food, Drink and Tobacco. Meat is the only group in this 
class for which retained imports in 1942, 1943 or 1944 were 
higher than in 1938, the rise in volume being one-quarter for the 
two later years, though the increase in the weight of meat 
imported was only half this. Retained imports of tobacco were 
exceptionally high in 1938, and taking the three years 1936, 1937 
and 1938 as a base, the index for 1943 and 1944 taken together 
is 90 per cent. ; imports of tobacco in 1943 were high to save 
shipping space needed for operational purposes in the following 
year. Retained imports of grain and flour in 1944 were less 
than half the 1938 volume ; this conceals a change-over to more 
processed foods, imports of flour being double the pre-war 
figure. Retained imports of animal feeding-stuffs and fresh 
fruit and vegetables were both negligible in 1943; in the latter 
group substantial imports of oranges caused the volume for 1944 
to rise to one-ninth of the 1938 figure. 


Raw Materials. Imports of iron ore were higher last year than 
in 1942 or 1943, but even so they represented a fall of over 
3 million tons (58 per cent.) from the 1938 figure, the greater 
reduction in the volume figure (70 per cent.) being due to the 
imports of scrap in 1938. The volume of imports of non-ferrous 
ores in 1942 and 1943 was reduced to four-fifths of 1938, and 
in 1944 to under three-fifths, the remainder of the expanding 
requirements of war purposes being met by home scrap and 
imports of semi-finished manufactures. Timber imports were 
lowest in 1942, when they were cut by four-fifths, but they rose 
in 1943 and 1944 to about 30 per cent. of the 1938 figure. Re- 
tained imports of oil seeds, oils, etc., have been four-fifths of 
those in 1938 or rather more during each of the past three years. 

The rate of importation of raw wool has varied enormously 
during the war, and has averaged two-thirds of the 1938 figure 
during the past three years. Fluctuations have not been so 
violent in respect of cotton, but in 1942 retained imports were 
rather higher than in 1938 (the only group in this class for 
which a rise was shown) and had fallen to 30 per cent. below 
1938 last year. About half the imports of hides and skins in 
1938 consisted of valuable furskins, and the lower volume index 
for 1944 conceals a rise in imports of hides for leather. Imports 
of rubber shrank suddenly after the loss of British Malaya, but 
by last year had risen nearly up to the 1938 level as a result of 
increased imports of synthetic. 
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Manufactured Articles. Imports of iron and steel, after being 
more than double the 1938 volume in each year from 1940 to 
1943, fell last year to half the 1943 figure. Non-ferrous metals 
(largely aluminium for aircraft and copper for munitions) were 
one-sixth less last year than in 1943. Retained imports of non. 
military vehicles were abnormally large in 1943, when they 
included special consignments of locomotives for use on European 
railways; imports last year were essentially rubber tyres and 
tubes for road vehicles, these being excluded from the definition 
of “munitions.” The rise in retained imports of machinery in 
1944 was largely due to operational consignments, in this cage 
of cranes and excavating machinery, though this was partly 


offset by a substantial reduction in imports of machine tools; ° 


munition factories had by then been substantially retooled and 
increasing quantities of British machine tools were becoming 
available. There was a corresponding reduction in the volume 
of retained imports of engineers’ tools (most of which are for use 
with machine tools), and the index for the cutlery, hardware, ete., 
group fell from almost nine-tenths of the 1938 figure in 1943 to 
only three-fifths last year. Electrical goods rose last year to 
more than treble those in 1938 or 1943, as a result of heavy 
imports of wireless apparatus for operational purposes. 

Yetained imports of refined petroleum, which in 1942 were 
little more than in 1938, more than doubled by 1944 and then 
represented two-fifths of our imports of manufactures. The 
volume index for chemicals, after being reduced to two-thirds of 
the 1938 figure in 1941, had by last year almost reached the 
pre-war level. Imports of both paper, cardboard, etc., and 
miscellaneous manufactures were cut to one-seventh of pre-war 
in both 1943 and 1944, the miscellaneous manufactures being, 
to a considerable extent, materials for the manufacture of 
munitions. 

The rise in the number of non-dutiable parcels imported has 
been continuous sirce 1939. There was an increase of over one 
million parcels between 1940 and 1941 due partly to an increase 
in private gifts of food from Canada and other Dominions. The 
imposition of a much lower weight limit (5 lbs.) per parcel in May, 
1941, also had the incidental effect of tending to increase the 
number of parcels. The extension of the war zone throughout 
the Mediterranean area during 1943 and 1944 led to a very 
great increase in the number of Forces parcels sent to this 
country, the increase between these two years relating largely 
to Egypt and Italy. The estimated increase in the volume of 
imports of parcels compared with pre-war is much less than the 
increase in numbers, partly because the average weight per 
parcel has fallen considerably since 1938, and partly because 
war-time parcels contain less valuable goods than those imported 
in 1938. 


Regional Distribution 


The table on page 369 summarises the figures for total imports 
into areas forall seven years. In considering the figures it must be 
borne in mind that only those for 1942, 1943 and 1944 are com- 
parable with 1938, owing to the inclusion of munitions in the 
figures for the intermediate years. Further, movements in the 
value figures cannot be taken as representing changes in the 
quantity of goods imported ; rises in the latter were considerably 
less than in declared values. Average values of imports as a 
whole had risen by 84 per cent. in 1943 and 91 per cent. in 1944 
compared with 1938. Although these increases cannot be 
applied to imports from individual countries or areas, they 
nevertheless give a general idea of the magnitude of the adjust- 
ments necessary when trying to make comparisons for those 
years with 1938 on a quantitative basis. 

Imports from countries which have been enemy or enemy- 
occupied accounted for 28 per cent. of the total value of imports 
in 1938, the greater part coming from foreign countries. Imports 
from British countries which have not been in enemy occupation 
represented two-fifths of the total both in 1938 and in 1943 and 
1944, but the corresponding proportion for foreign countries 
rose from one-third to three-fifths. 

Imports from enemy and enemy-occupied countries in Europe 
in 1944 were almost entirely from Italy ; the small figures for 
the previous two years relate to prize cargoes or delayed entries. 
Imports from other Mediterranean countries reached a low war- 
time figure in 1941 owing to the closing of the Mediterranean to 
commercial shipping; the volume of imports in that year 
(Egyptian cotton being about one-third of the total) was probably 
less than half that in 1938. The high figure for 1944 was partly 
due to larger imports from Spain. 

Imports from other European countries were one-third lower 
in value in 1941 than in 1938, imports from Russia and Sweden 
being reduced from £44 million to £2} million. Iceland and the 
Deep Sea Fisheries, which were almost negligible as a source of 
imports in 1938, represented one-quarter of the total from this 
area in 1944. Imports from Eire, which have been in the neigh- 
bourhood of £30 million in each of the past five years, represented 
over half the imports from this area last year, compared with 
one-third in 1938. 

The value of imports from non-Mediterranean Africa more 
than doubled between 1938 and 1944. Imports from the Belgian 
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August 11, 1945 
UNITED KINGDOM IMPORTS—continued 


Congo and from French West and Equatorial Africa were negli- 
gible before the war, but represented one-fifth of the total for 
this area in 1944, while those from British West Africa and 
Northern Rhodesia last year were more than three times the 1938 
figures by value, though, of course, considerably less than this 
py volume ; essentially, these countries are producers of vital 
raw materials, and their production of non-ferrous metals and 
oilseeds was considerably expanded to meet the needs of the 
United Nations. The value of imports from the Union of South 
Africa was slightly less in 1944 than in 1938, implying a marked 
fall in volume. 

The value of imports from Asia, other than countries on the 
Mediterranean or in enemy occupation, rose only slightly between 
1938 and 1944; the increase for India was £19 million, but this 
was largely offset by the fall in imports from Iran and China to 
negligible figures last year. Imports from Ceylon were abnorm- 
ally high in 1943 (twice the 1938 figure) but last year the value 
was reduced to only one-third higher than 1938. 

Oceania—essentially Australia and New Zealand—showed a 
fall of one-fifth between 1938 and 1944; the value of imports 
from New Zealand in each of the past five years was higher than 
jn 1938, but imports from Australia, after reaching nearly 
£100 million in 1940, fell to £33 million in 1943 and £46 million 
in 1944. 

The outstanding feature of the figures for North America is 
the rise in the value of imports from the United States, which 





Area | 1938 
British countries :— 

Enemy-occupied * 24-3 
Other - 347-2 
Total | 371-5 

Foreign countries :-— | 
Enemy and enemy-occupied * ... sie as os | 2048 
Other... cs ees ue ot 313-2 
Total bes cn or sind | 548-0 
Enemy and enemy-occupied countries in Europe * | 221-4 
Other Mediterranean countries eon é 28-2 
Rest of Kurope | 79-2 
Rest of Africa fag as ses ees | 46-2 
Enemy and enemy-occupied countries in Asia ... | 37°8 
Rest of Asia a 82-4 
Oveania | 120-7 
North America | 199-3 


Central America and West Indies ee és ase 4 34-7 
South America 69-6 


TOTAL ALL COUNTRIES ‘ | 919-5 
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represented two-fifths of all United Kingdom imports of non- 
munitions in 1943 and 1944 as against only one-eighth in 1938. 
The expansion commenced immediately, and was not solely the 
result of Lend-Lease, though the bulk of the imports in the later 
war years came under that arrangement. The fall of £56 million 
between 1941 and 1942 was entirely due to the exclusion of 
munitions, imports including munitions from the United States 
in 1942 being recorded as £535-6 million. There was a corre- 
sponding, though smaller, fall between these two years in 
the figures for Canada partly for a similar reason, but by 1944 
the value of imports from that country was two-and-a-half times 
that in 1938. 

The country mainly responsible for the marked changes in 
imports from Central America and West Indies during the war 
was the Dutch West Indies, imports (essentially refined petro- 
leum) rising from £15 million in 1938 to £51 million in 1941, 
and then falling to £25 million in 1944. Imports from St. 
Domingo, which were very small in 1938, rose to £124 million 
last year. 

The value of imports from South America was two-thirds 
more in 1944 than in 1938, the rise for the Argentine alone being 
£43 million out of the total rise of £45 million. Imports from 
Brazil also more than doubled, rising by £10 million, and the 
proportionate rise for Uruguay was almost as great. Imports 
from Chile, on the other hand, have fallen continuously from 
£8 million to under £1 million. The rise of £23 million between 
1943 and 1944 in imports from the Argentine exceeded that in 
total imports, £15 million. 
£ million 

















Scan ROUEUENE REREENE Bee . 
1939 | 1940 | 1941 1942 | 1943 | 1944 

: Aaah SA TA REO eee 
21-1 34-2 | 32-2 9-7 0-1 0-0 
337-0 5143 | 482°8 446-2 478-7 514-4 
358-1 48:5 | 515-0 455-9 4788 | 5144 

eile! Tivadiaw! APs ia nat Psion 

| 
214-5 100-7 15:7 4-5 0:3 9:8 
312-9 502-9 | 614-4 535°9 7153-5 782-0 
627-4 || 6036 | 6304 540-4 753-8 791-8 
201-9 78-2 3-1 0-4 0-3 9-8 
30-0 34-0 19-6 27:5 30-6 42:8 
73-2 60-9 53-1 58:1 52:1 57-7 
| 
50-4 75-4 75-9 84-4 84-5 97-4 
33-7 56-6 44-8 13-8 0-1 0-0 
78:1 105-4 80-0 72:3 86-0 88-3 
105-6 154-0 103-6 100-4 | 82-4 98-0 
199-4 428-3 602:8 505-0 | 7393 | 745-4 
34:3 46:2 | 71:9 49-5 | 58-0 | 523 
78-9 113-1 90:3 84-9 993 | 1145 
885-5 | 1,152°1 | 1,145-1 996-3 | 1,2326 | 1,306-2 
| | 


* This includes all those countries (in Europe) which have been enemy or enemy occupied. 





British Chambers of Commerce in Certain 
Foreign Countries 


Argentina.—British Chamber of Commerce for the Argentine 
Republic (Inc.), Calle Bme. Mitre 441 (6 Piso), Buenos Aires. 
British Chamber of Commerce in Rosario (affiliated to the above), 
British Consulate, Rosario. 


Belgium.—British Chamber of Commerce in Belgium, 204, Rue 
Royale, Bruxelles. 

Brazil.— British Chamber of Commerce in Brazil (Inc.), Rua Visconde 
de Inhauma No. 91, 2°, Caixa Postal 56, Rio de Janciro. 
(Telegraphic address: ‘‘ Chambrit, Riojaneiro.”’) 

(Representatives in London.—Association of British Chambers of 
Commerce, 14, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, S.W.1.) 

British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo and Southern Brazil, 
Rua Sao Bento No. 355, 3°, Sao Paulo, Brazil. (Telegraphic 
address: ‘‘ Britchamb, Sao Paulo.’’) 

Chile.—British Chamber of Commerce in the Republic of Chile (Inc.)» 
P.S.N.C. Office, Augustinas 1066, P.O. Box 4087, Santiago. 
P.S.N.C. Building Calle Blanco 689, P.O. Box 1676 Valparaiso. 

Dominican Republic.—British Chamber of Commerce, Ciudad 
Trujillo. 

Egypt.—British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, Gresham House’ 
20 Sharia Soliman Pasha, Cairo. 6, Rue de l’Ancienne Bourse, 
Alexandria, P.O. Box No. 65, Port Said. 

(Agents in the United Kingdom—The Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce, Ship Canal House, King Street, Manchester.) 

France.—British Chamber of Commerce in Paris, 6, Rue Halevy, 
Paris. 

Iraq.—British Chamber of Commerce in Iraq, Rashid Street, Bagdad. 
Mexico.—Central British Chamber of Commerce, San Juan De 
Letran 21 (office 713), Mexico, D.F. 


Netherlands East Indies.—London Office.—Cecil 
Strand, London, W.C.2. 

Peru.—British Chamber of Commerce, Casilla 1918, Edificio Royal 
402, Lima. 

Portugal.—British Chamber of Commerce in Portugal (Inc.), 4, 
Rue Victor Cordon, Lisbon. (Telegraphic address : “ Britcham, 
Lisbon.’’) 

Branches.—6, Rua dos Clerigos, Oporto. 

13a, rue 5 de Junha, Funchal, Madeira. 

Spain.—Rambla de los Estudios, 8, Barcelona, and Avenida de 
Jose Antonio 31, Madrid. 

Canary Islands.—Santa Catalina Mole, Puerto de la Luz, P.O. Box 

72, Las Palmas. 

Tangier (International Zone) and Spanish Zone of Morocco. 
British Chamber of Commerce, Peninsular House, Tangier. 
Switzerland.—British Chamber of Commerce in Switzerland (Inc.), 

21, St. Jakobstrasse, Basle. 

Branch.—3, Place St. Francois, Lausanne. 

Turkey.— British Chamber of Commerce of Turkey (Inc.), 1, Istanbul 
Hani, Istanbul. (Postal address, Boite Postale 1199, Istanbul.) 

United States of America.—British Empire Chamber of Commerce in 
the United States of America, 587, Fifth Avenue, 7th Floor, New 
York City. 

Uruguay.—British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, Calle Piedras, 
357 (2° Piso), Montevideo. 

N.B.—Some of these Chambers, which are established in the 
interest of British Trade, issue a Journal periodically or an Annual 
Report, which may be inspected at the Departnient of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence), Hawkins House, Dolphin 
Square, London, S8.W.1. 


Chambers, 86, 
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Trade of Wholesale Textile Houses 


The home trade index for sales in June 1945, at 92, was 
12 per cent. below the average of the previous twelve months ; 
this is much the same level as in peace-time when June is normally 
10 per cent. below the average for the year. The fall between 
May and June was, however, somewhat smaller than usual 
because of the low sales recorded for May. The index numbers 
for women’s and children’s wear and men’s and boys’ wear showed 
similar movements, and both were below the average of the 
preceding twelve months (by 12 and 16 per cent. respectively). 
Sales of dress materials, which had fallen heavily in May, were 
only slightly lower in June. 

Compared with a year earlier a rise was again recorded in 
total sales, the group increase (74 per cent.), being rather 
greater than the average for the first five months of the year. 
Dress materials continued to show reduced sales, but all other 
categories were up on last year, that for furnishings by as much 
as 80 per cent. 

Total sales for the half year were 5 percent. higher than in 1944. 
Of the specific categories, gloves as well as dress materials showed 
a fall, while sales of furnishings rose by more than 25 per cent. 

The stock position improved considerably in June this year, 
after falls in each month since January. The rise of 9 points 
(13 per cent.) brought tthe index midway between that for 
February and March. All three subsidiary index numbers 
showed the same trend of movement, the rise (7 points) for dress 
materials being the first for over a year. 

Throughout this year stocks have been some 30 per cent. 
lower than a year ago, the reduction for June being 26 per cent. 
The only category of any importance to show a figure above 
last year’s was household piece-goods which were up by 9 per 


cent. Stocks of dress materials were well over half of those a 
year ago for the first time since February, the reduction being 
43 per cent. 

















PERCENTAGES OF THE CORRESPONDING FIGURES FOR 1944 
Sales Stocks at 
Class of Merchandise end of 
June |Januaryto| June 
June 

Household piece-goods... be 124-2 113-2 109-1 

Dress materials ... ae ian 80-9 90-5 57-0 

Women’s and children’s wear... 108-3 106-7 74:5 

Gloves ... rm eae at 121-8 94-6 726 

Men’s and boys’ wear ... ea 104°5 105-7 65-7 

Boots and shoes * =~ coe 105-3 107-1 61:3 

Furnishings oe st ss 180-3 126-1 79-5 

Fancy departments... oe 119-4 110-3 85-7 

Sports and travel * aes on 120-2 115-5 107:3 

Miscellaneous ... ie ae 112:7 91-3 103-2 
Total (including some items not 

allocated to classes) ... wk 107-5 105-3 73°9 














* Reporting houses do relatively little business in these categories, 
and the figures may not be representative of the trade of the country 
taken as a whole. 

[Note.—To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining 
the method by which these statistics are compiled have been omit- 
ted; it was described in the Board of Trade Journal, February 10.} 


Index Numbers of Sales and Stocks * 
(Base: Average of 1942 = 100) 





| 
Total Home Trade 


Month 








Normal 
seasonal 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 
| movement T 


Women’s and 
Children’s Wear f 


1943 





Men’s and Boys’ Wear t Piece Goods t 


(Dress Materials) 








| 
1944 | 1945 1942 | 1943 ea aan 1942 | 1943 | 1944 
| 


1945 























SAEs * 

January... — 55 78| 82| 70| 88| 75| 7| 69] 90| 75| 62} 52] 68] 96} 120] 93 | 116 
February ... ove 80 116 | 110 | 121 | 131 | 116 | 108 | 125 | 136 | 119 | 110 | 110 | 135 | 120 | 1i9 | 117 | 116 
March eee ove 119 118 | 107 | 124 | 125 | 119 | 108 | 127 | 132 | 118 | 102 | 121 | 122 | 138 | 117 | 120 | 105 
April as = 109 106 | 104 | 106 | 114 | 109 | 106 | 110 | 118 | 111 | 102 | 101 | 106 | 111 | 109 | 105 | 97 
May = ave 106 99} 97] 109}; 98] 97); 95] 112] 102] 105] 99] 108} 91 | 112 | 107] 117 | 79 
June ove ee 90 104 | 79] 85 | 92] 104] 75) 88] 95! 100] 80] 83} 87] 107] 97] 96| 78 
July ove soe 67 89 72 79 85 66 79 91 5 75 71 79 86 
August pee one 71 90 | 75 | 106 89 | -77 | 110 82 | 69 | 110 85 | 67] 95 
September ... ove 137 103 | 113 | 119 105 | 117 | 124 105 | 113 | 123 91 98 | 97 
October _... ose 138 118 | 111 | 127 124 | 115 | 133 115 | 110 | 132 97 | 99] 105 
November ... eee 122 105 | 95 | 109 106 | 92 | 109 110 | 103 | 122 88 | 79} 86 
December ... see 106 74) 70 77 71 65 77 69 71 76 84 78 80 

Year eee 100 100 93 | 103 100 92 | 105 100 | 91 | 101 100 97 | 100 
























































Stooks (at end of month)* 





} 
January... — 95 108 | 112 | 121 90 | 104 





February... eb 107 103 | 111 | 116 79 | 102 
March — a 106 98 | 111 | 108 72 98 
April bie oe 103 93 | 108 | 103 68 92 
May — vale 99 94 | 108 97 67 92 
June pict = 94 95 | 112 | 103 76 95 
July ea oes 101 102 | 125 | 108 104 
August - nes 111 105 | 127 99 107 
September ... ane 107 105 | 119 88 108 
October mas aa 101 99 | 113 80 100 
November ... ia 95 96 | 111 80 96 
December ... ae 81 102 | 111 85 102 

Year bas 100 100 | 114 99 100 























116 | 130 | 96] 113 | 114] 144] 103 | 108 | 110 | 114 | 7 
113 | 123 | 82] 111 | 119] 143 | 89] 103 | 114] 113 | 68 
115 | 115 | 74] 106] 119] 135} 82] 91] 113] 101 | 54 
110 | 106 | 69 | 98] 117] 127] 78} 86] 110] 101 | 52 
111 | 99] 67) 92]119]| 122] 79| 92] 107] 93] 48 
117| 105 | 78] 93] 133]127] 84] 89|104| 97] 55 








133 | 114 97 | 143 | 129 104 | 116] 97 
136 | 102 103 | 147 | 115 103 | #20] 94 
126 | 90 101 | 139 | 101 104 | 117] 85 
119 | 79 95 | 136} 92 104 | 113] 79 
118} 81 90 | 133 | 90 108 | 112 | 79 
120 | 88 101 | 184] 99 _| 108 | 105 | 78 
119 | 103 100 | 129 | 119 100 | 112 | 94 



































in prices. 
t Based on 1935 to 1938. 


* Purchase tax has been omitted in computing the value of both sales and stocks; the figures are hot corrected for changes 


t Including exports, which form only a small part of the total. 
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Wholesale Prices in July 


The following table shows the movement of wholesale prices in the last thirteen months in each of the eleven groups of com- 
modities specified. It also shows the changes over the same period in prices of (a) industrial materials classified according to 
stage of manufacture, and (b) building materials. All the commodities included in (a) and (b) are also included in their 
appropriate commodity groups (V-XI). In cases where the Government buys a commodity at one price and resells it at a 
lower one (e.g. home-produced meat) the subsidised price is the one used for the index; where different prices are charged 
according to the use to which the article is put (e.g. in the case of sugar and flour) a weighted average of these is taken. 


Averages for the Year 1930 = 100 

































































| 1944 
Group a ee 2 —— ————_——__|——_|—- - 
July | Aug. | Sept. } Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June July 
— — ——— —_—— —EE —EE — — - - | —EEE — | ———— 1 — | — 
. Got a | w 166-2 | 163-3 | 164-0 | 165-6 | 166-2 | 166-6 | 165-5 | 165-3 | 165-5 | 164-1 | 163-9 | 163-4 | 163-7 
Il. Meat, fish and eggs 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 
III. Other food and tobacco 190-8 | 188-4 | 182-2 | 178-3 | 177-8 | 179-4 | 179-8 | 179-8 | 179-7 | 179-6 | 180-0 | 190-9 194-4 
Total—Food and tobacco ... 160-5 | 158-8 | 156-8 | 155-9 | 155-9 | 156-6 | 156-4 | 156-5 | 156-4 156-0 | 156-0 | 159-7 | 161-0 
a. ce 201-5 | 223-5 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 243-7 | 243-7 | 243-7 
V. Iron and steel 183-4 | 184-5 | 185-7 | 185-7 | 185-7 | 185-7 | 185-5 | 185-5 |+188-0 |t 189-6 |f 189-6 |f 189-6 | 189-6 | 
VI. Non-ferrous metals 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 | 126-1 | 123-1 | 123-9 | 127-2 | 129-3 | 
VII. Cotton 159-3 | 159-3 | 159-3 | 159-3 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 162-0 | 162-9 
VIII. Wool _— 184°0 | 184-0 | 184-0 | 184-0 | 184-3 | 184-3 | 184-4 | 184-1 | 184-1 | 184-1 | 184-1 | 184-1 | 184-1 | 
IX. Other textiles 133-7 | 133-6 | 133-8 | 133-4 | 135-9 | 136-1 | 138-5 | 138-3 | 138-4 | 138-6 | 138-6 | 138-6 | 138-6 | 
X. Chemicals and oils 151-0 | 151-1 | 151-4 | 151-4 | 151-5 | 151-6 | 151-6 | 150-8 | 150-5 | 150-5 | 150-7 FFLS1-1 | 150-7 | 
XI. Miscellaneous 184-9 | 185-2 | 185-5 | 185-5 | 185-5 | 185-8 | 186-0 | 186-0 | 187-8 | 187-8 | 187-8 | 187-8 | 188-4 
Total—Industrial materials f 
and manufactures 170:1 | 171-7 | 172-2 | 172-1 | 172-5 | 172-6 | 172-8 | 172-7 | 173-5 | 173-7 | 174-8.|f 175-3 | 175-6 | 
Torat—All articles 167-1 | 167-5 | 167-1 | 166-7 | 166-9 | 167-2 | 167-2 | 167-2 | 167-8 | 167-7 | 168-4 |f170-1) 170-8 | 
Industrial materials (excluding fuel) :— 
Basic materials bee ose 186-0 | 186-0 | 186-0 | 185-9 | 186-8 | 187-2 | 187- 187-3 | 186-6 | 186-6 | 186-6 | 187-3 | 188-4 
Intermediate products 176-1 | 176-2 | 176-2 | 176-2 | 176-2 | 176-2 | 176-9 | 176-9 | 179-6 | 181-0 | 181-1 | 181-9 | 182-5 | 
| Manufactured articles 157-9 | 158-9 | 159-9 | 159-9 | 160-2 | 160-3 | 160-1 | 160-1 | 161-0 | 160-4 | 160-6 |f 160-7) 160-6 | 
| Building materials ... ... | 153-4 | 153-8 | 154-2 | 153-9 | 153-9 | 153-9 | 153-9 | 153-9 | 156-0! 156-0 | 156-0 | 156-7 | 156-9 | 








+t Revised. 


. 








Wholesale prices in July, as measured by the Board of Trade 
index number, rose by 0-4 per cent. compared with June. This 
was mainly due to a rise of 0-8 per cent. in food prices, industrial 
materials and manufactures showing an increase of 0-2 per cent. 
Since August 1939 the aggregate increases have been: all 
articles 74 per cent., food and tobacco 78 per cent., and industrial 
materials and manufactures 72 per cent. 

The re-grouped data, in which the prices of industrial materials 
and manufactures (except fuel) are classified according to the 
stage of completion reached by the products concerned showed 
increases of 0-6 per cent. for basic materials and 0-3 per cent. for 
intermediate products, and a fall of 0-1 per cent. for manu- 
factured articles. In comparison with August 1939 the increases 
were: basic materials 99 per cent., intermediate products 75 per 


on the average, 5 per cent. lower than in June, caused by the 
reduction in the controlled price on June 18th. 


Industrial Materials and Manufactures: Price changes in July 
were very few. The rise of 1-7 per cent. recorded for the “ non- 
ferrous metals’ group was entirely caused by changes in the 
prices of zine, lead and brass which came into effect on June 11th. 
As a result, average prices in July were 3 per cent. higher for 
zinc, 5 per cent. for lead ard 1 per cent. for brass. The “ cotton ” 
group was similarly influenced by the “carry over” of price 
increases for yarns and industrial canvas which took effect on 
the same date. 

The fall of 0-3 per cent. for “ chemicals and oils’ 


’ 


was essen- 



































cent. and manufactured articles 48 per cent. Prices of building = Percentage change 
materials were 0-2 per cent. higher than in June, the rise since Wa | Wo: compared with 
the outbreak of war being 51 per cent. Group PP a A (CE i a ee 
The much greater rise since pre-war shown for basic materials items| July June | July Aug. 
might suggest that the price of {say) raw wool had advanced 1945 | 1945 | 1944 1939 
much more than those of wool yarn and cloth, but this con- ———— a be eRe Ee wS wenn 
clusion would be almost wholly false. In general, there is not a I. Cereals aed (gaa 20 163°7 +03 = _? + 94-9 
very great difference between the price rises shown at the various ae fon - _ hm 20 | 121°8 + 44-4 
stages of manufacture of any one material, and in several cases ‘ einen A 28 | 1944 | +19] + 1:9)+ 941 
the rise has actually been least for the raw material because the o Bons gael yal a PUR. Ruger diel 
full effect of a,subsidy is visible there. The true explanation [otal—Foodandtobacco| 68 | 161-0 | +0:8|+ 0-3/4 78-2 
of the greater rise shown by the raw materials index is essentially " sali ae 
that it contains various items, such as paper-making materials, LV. Coal... sits ae 9 | 243-7 * + 21-0| + 107-6 
which have increased enormously in price and for which there V. Iron and steel... 37 | 189-6 * |+ S4i+ 47:65 
is no quotation available at later stages of manufacture ; similarly, VI. Non-ferrous metals| 8 ee ptt it Seis ses 
the index for intermediate products is raised above that for ou vert oes ro i si fis re q yon 
manufactured articles mainly because it includes timber. 1X. oun tees, ot tee ee 1 37/4 870 
X. Chemicals and oils 15 | 150-7 0-3 0-2}+ 61-9 
XI. Miscellaneous ...| 33 | 188-4 +03 }-+ 1-9 96°1 
Prick CHANGES IN CommopiIty GRovuPS EE ES eS eS Rares 
The table in the adjoining column shows the number of items Total 7 aggenes ga | 
included in each of the groups of commodities distinguished in cscnamy = 132 | 1756 | 40-2 | 3.9) 4 78 
compiling the index number, and the percentage changes in ; ; Sine Geeta Shbiatot Rallies Bales nt 
each group comparing prices in July with those of a month —Total—All articles ...| 200 | 170°8 | L 0-4 | 2 2| L 74] 
and a year earlier, and with those of the last pre-war month. ae eS See ‘ pian 
Industrial materials (ex- | 
Food and Tobacco: The small increase of 0-2 per cent. for cluding fuel) :— 
“ cereals ” was due to a rise in the price of English malting barley Basic materials --| 33 | 188-4 | +06) + 1:3) + 99+ 
of 1 per cent. The “other food” group rose by 1-9 per cent., Intermediate products 38 182-5 0-3 }+ 3-6) +4 75°3 
: : Cha : Manufactured articles} 48 | 160°6 —~O1)/+ 1-7)4 7-7 
mainly as a result of a seasonal increase of over 20 per cent. in the Sa cial DRere ME iak: | a 
monthly average price of potatoes. In recent years the change Building materials 16 | 156-9 | +02}/+ 2-314 508 
between June and July has been greater than this, but a large 


part of the normal rise between May and July occurred this 
year in June when the subsidy was temporarily withdrawn, 
being restored again on June 24th. Prices of tomatoes were, 














* No appreciable change. 
Continued on page 372 
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Official Announcements Affecting 
Trade and Industry 


Nore: Copies of al] Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents, 
or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


Supplies for the Channel Islands : Since June 19 export licences 
for supplies to the Channel Islands have only been necessary for 
foodstuffs, soap, seeds, live animals, fertilisers, coal, coke and 
manufactured fuel, arms and ammunition, etc. 

Further relaxations have been made by a new Board of Trade 
Order, the Export of Goods (Control) (No. 6) Order, 1945 (S. R. & 
O. 1945 No. 953, price 1d.), which came into operation on 
August 7, 1945. Under this Order the only goods for which 
export licences to the Channel Islands are now necessary are : 

1. fertilisers, and 

2. arms, ammunition, explosives and other such goods included 
in Group 17 of the Export Control List. 

Coal Export Certificates will also no longer be required for 
shipments of coal, coke or manufactured fuel to the Islands. 

As far as foodstuffs and soap are concerned, however, it should 
be noted that the discontinuance of export licensing does not 
mean that normal trading in these commodities with the Channel 
Islands can yet be resumed. They are at present being obtained 
in bulk and ordinary commercial importations are prohibited 
under Channel Islands legislation. 


* 


Finnish Trade Discussions : The discussions which have been 
taking place in London witha Finnish Financial and Commercial 
Delegation have now been satisfactorily concluded. Certain 
technical arrangements require to be made before trade may be 
resumed between the United Kingdom ard Finland, but it is 
hoped that these will be concluded towards the middle of August, 
when a further announcement will be made. In the meantime, 
United Kingdom exporters are at liberty to pursue enquiries 
with their Finnish customers, provided that no firm contracts are 
entered into. 


* 


Imports from Italy : It was announced in Rome on August 2 that 
Allied control over Italian export trade has been withdrawn and 
that henceforth the Italian Government and Italian firms will be 
free to conduct direct transactions with foreign firms. British 
importers are reminded that trading with the enemy restrictions 
have not yet been lifted in respect of trade with Italy, so that it 
is not yet possible to conclude a contract with the Italian Govern- 
ment (or Italian private traders). 

Enquiries may, however, be made of Italian exporters as to 
availabilities, terms of sale and prices of goods. British importers 
are also reminded that when transactions are permitted, import 





WHOLESALE PRICES IN JULY—continued from page 371 


tially due to lower prices for fertilisers; the prices for both 
superphosphate and sulphate of ammonia were cheaper by 12s. 
per ton (12 per cent. and 6 per cent. respectively) from the 
beginning of the month. These prices, since 1941, have always 
shown this decrease for July, followed by a series of small 
increases until the next June ; these movements are due to the 
rebates off the basic prices allowable for delivery taken during 
the early months of the season. Coal tar products and white 
lead paint rose by 1 per cent. on the month, the latter as the 
result of a change which occurred in the previous month. Increases 
of 8 per cent. for calfskins and 3 per cent. for hides were respon- 
sible for the advance of 0-3 per cent. in the “‘ miscellaneous ” 
group. 

Percentage Changes. The following table shows in 5 per cent. 
ranges the increases and decreases among the price averages fot 
food and industrial materials :— 


JULY COMPARED WITH JUNE 





Industrial materials 
(132 items) 


Food and tobacco 
(68 items) 





Per cent. 








Increases Decreases Increases: | Decreases 
5-10 ... — : 1 2 1 
Under 5... 8 5 10 2 
Total ... 11° 6 12 3 














* Including an increase of 21} per cent. for potatoes (3 items). 


licences will be required for all goods imported into the United 
Kingdom from Italy which do not come under an open general 
licence. Import licences will not, in general, be granted for goods 
not, for the time being, licensed from other countries. Import 
licences will not normally be considered for food, the import of 
which will continue to be conducted by the Ministry of Food. 


* 


Credits in Turkey : The Treasury desire to call the attention of 
all persons who have sums standing to their credit in Turkey, 
and have hitherto been unable to secure their transfer into 
sterling, to subparagraph (1) of Article 7 of the Protocol to the 
Anglo-Turkish Trade and Payments Agreement signed on 
May 4, 1945 (Cmd. 6632). While no guarantee can be given 
that it will ultimately prove possible to utilise these sums in the 
manner authorised, it is imperative, if holders of sums blocked in 
Turkey wish them to be available for the facilities provided under 
the article, that they should instruct their bankers in Turkey to 
register these sums with the Central Bank of Turkey before 
August 21, 1945. 


* 


M.E.S.C. Export Modifications : The Board of Trad Journal of 
January 13 and 20, February 3, April 14, May 19 and 26, June 2: 
and July 28 of this year gave particulars of modifications in 
import procedure in the Middle East territories. 

Paragraph 8 of the notice of January 13 gave a list of com- 
modities which will remain subject to M.E.S.C. procedure, and 
notice of additions to and deletions from that list were contained 
in the later notices. The following items should now be deleted 
from that list :— 

Silk bolting cloth. 

Concrete mixers. 

Agricultural and horticultural machinery and equipment. 


* 
Additions to ‘* Black List’? : The Board of Trade announce 


that they have made The Trading with the Enemy (Specified 
Persons) (Amendment) (No. 9) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 
No. 936, price 3d.) which came into force on August 4, and 
contains changes in the “ Black List” of traders abroad with 
whom it is unlawful to have dealings of any kind. 

Persons owing moneys to, or holding or managing the property 
of, specified persons are reminded that they are under statutory 
obligation to report particulars to the Custodians of Enemy 
Property. 


° 


* 


Shipping in Statutory Prohibited List : There is no change to report 
in Statutory List “A” as published in the Board of Trade 


Journal, July 28, page 346. 
* 


Laundry Charges : The permitted increase over pre-war laundry 
charges for ordinary civilian work is raised throughout Great 
Britair in a new Board of Trade Order by a halfpenny in the 
shilling in every area except London, where the permitted 
increase is raised by a penny in the shilling. 

Launderers may now price all contract work, without any 
limitation as to weekly value, by reference to a special scale of 
charges set out in the Second Schedule to the Order. The 
existing surcharge on the Second Schedule has been increased 
throughout Great Britain from 7} to 11 per cent. in conformity 
with the increases in charges for ordinary civilian work. 

Laundry charges, both for civilian work and contract work, 
remain unchanged in Northern Ireland. 

The new Order, which is to be known as the Laundry (Maximum 
Charges) (No. 2) Order (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 937, price 1d.), comes 
into operation on August 13, 1945. 


* 


Amendment to Registers : The Board of Trade have issued lists 
of amendments to the following Registers :— 
Home Trade Register ; Toilet Preparations Register ; Register 
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of Manufacturers of Leather or Textile Containers and Straps ; 
Register of Manufacturers of Woven Wool Cloth; Register of 
Manufacturers of Woven Non-wool Cloth; Register of Manu- 
facturers of Knitted Goods; Register of Manufacturers of 
Corsets ; Register of Manufacturers of Fur Apparel; Register 
of Manufacturers of Footwear; Register of Manufacturers of 
Hand Knitting Yarn ; Register of Manufacturers of Headwear ; 
Register of Special Producers ; Register of Exporters of Woven 
Piece Goods ; Lists of Registered Exporters in respect of Head- 
wear. 

Copies of the lists are obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, 
price ld. 


* 


Corn Prices in England and Wales : The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries states that the average prices of corn per hundred- 
weight in the week ended August 4, 1945, were wheat 15s. 4d. ; 
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wash boiler manufactured by Arthur Dodgson (Airframe) Ltd., 
Whitefield Works, Victoria Street, Nelson :— 


Manufacturer’s Wholesale Retail 
Selling Price Selling Price Selling Price 
£4 16s. £6 £8 


* 


Control of Paper : The Minister of Supply has issued the Control 
of Paper (No. 68) Order (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 914, price 1d.) 
which came into force on August 1 and increases the maximum 
prices for esparto (straw) papers and boards, cylinder-dried 
coated papers, M.G. sulphite papers, caps and tissues and ferro- 
prussiate paper. 

The Order also establishes the maximum selling prices of certain 
papers and boards imported into the United Kingdom on or after 
August 1, 1945, based on C.I.F. cost with prescribed additions 
and requires that on sale of such imported papers and boards 


to paper merchants invoices must be delivered containing the 


barley, 24s. 6d. ; and oats, 17s. 4d. : : 
prescribed particulars. 


* 
* 


Permitted Prices: The Central Price Regulation Committee 
have approved the following prices exclusive of Purchase Tax 


: 7" 3 oF Industrial Diamonds Control Terminated: Sir Cecil Rodwell, 
for the ‘‘ Londalex”’ electric iron, manufactured by Lonsdale 


C.G.M.G., has been released by the Minister of Supply from his 


& Company (Electric) Ltd., Eleo Works, Cromwell Grove, appointment as Controller of Industrial Diamonds and Mr. 
Levenshulme, Manchester, 19 :— . F. A. Mathias, C.B.E., from his appointment as Deputy Controller 
Manufacturer's Wholesale : Retail - as from July 31, 1945. The Industrial Diamonds Control has 
Selling Price Selling Price Selling Price een disbanded and such control as continues to be necessary 
15s. 18s. 9d. 25s. ; s 


will be exercised in future by the Industrial Diamond Section, 
Raw Materials Department (R.M.I.A.), Ministry of Supply, 
Shell Mex House, Strand, London, W.C.2, to whom any com- 
munications should in future be addressed. 

Mr. F. A. Mathias will remain Controller of Gem Diamonds for 
the Board of Trade. 


* 


The Central Price Regulation Committee have also approved 
the following prices exclusive of Purchase Tax for the electric 


Toilet Preparations—Changes in Value of Exports and in the Proportions exported between 1939 and 1941: In 1942 the Board 
of Trade were asked by representative manufacturers of Perfumery and Toilet Preparations to conduct a special census of Export 
and Home Sales of each type of Toilet Preparation during 1939 and 1941. 

In view of the necessity for increasing Exports in the near future, it is thought that the information resulting from this 
inquiry, summarised in the table below, may be of general interest and use. 

Figures were required in detail for a considerable number of products, but while most manufacturers were able to supply the 
necessary details, some through lack or loss of records could not be included in the census. While, therefore, the total figures are 
reliable, representing as they do 95 per cent. of sales by all firms during 1941, figures broken down into the full range of products 
might have been highly inaccurate where a specialist firm had, been unable to furnish particulars of its sales. For this reason the 
figures are presented grouped into twenty categories only. This grouping is sufficiently wide for the sales recorded for each 
group to represent a high proportion of the total sales in that group. 

Further, the grouping is such that a broad comparison with the 1935 Census of Production is possible. 

It should be noted when comparing the figures for the two years that Home Trade supplies in 1941 were restricted under 
Limitation of Supplies Orders, whereas Exports were not similarly restricted. 


Sales during 1939 and 1941 















































Manufacturers’ Sales 
During the year 1939 During the year 1941 
(excluding Purchase Tax) 
Product Total Export Home | Total Export Home 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 6) | @) 
£000 | £000 | As per-| £000 | £000 | £000 | As per- | £,000 
centage centage | 
of (1) of (4) 

1. Face powder 726-4 95-7 13 630-7 668-2 144-1 22 | 524-1 
2. Rouge (compact, cream 1 and powder) 95-5 13-1 14 82-4 72-6 17-4 24 55-2 
3. Lipsticks ee : as ° 196-5 32-2 16 164-3 224-7 48-4 22 176°3 
3. Liquid foundations 44:1 6-2 14 37-9 33-1 8-3 25 | 248 
5. Talcum and baby pow der 390-7 106-8 27 283-9 405-7 205-2 51 | 2005 

6. Face creams :— 
(a) Vanishing, etc. ... 684-8 64:1 9 620-7 479-8 72:0 15 | 4078 
(6) Cleansing, cold, etc. 305-1 54-7 18 250°4 167°9 46-6 28 121-3 
(c) Skin foods, etc oe ‘ iwi 140-6 24:7 18 115-9 97°6 28°8 30 | 68-8 
7. Hand creams and lotions ae se ‘eee 154-7 5-4 3 149-3 101-7 9-1 9 92-6 
8. Face lotions 141-8 25-7 18 116:1 98-2 40-7 41 | 575 
9. Perfumes 580-7 93-7 16 487-0 369-4 202-0 55 | «167-4 
10. Toilet waters 407-7 115-4 28 292°3 244-4 160-7 66 83-7 
ll. Hair creams (solid and liquid) 1,029-0 81-2 8 947°8 705°3 184-5 26 520-8 

12. Brilliantine :— 
(a) Solid 199-1 101-7 51 97-4 194-6 161-9 83. | 32-7 
(b) Liquid 1844 | 40-6 22 143-8 | 129-3 55:1 43 | 742 
13. Setting lotions ... eee 132-5 6:8 5 125-7 71-5 11-7 16 | 59-8 
14. Bath cubes and salts ... 342-5 20-2 6 322-3 110-3 17-4 16 92-9 
15. Shampoos, soap and soapless (solid and liquid) 481-6 23-0 ) 458-6 307°3 63-9 21 | 243-4 
16. Hair dyes (solid and liquid) ... : 243-4 18-9 8 224°5 198-4 40-5 20 =| 157-9 

17. Other toilet —s —" soap, shaving : soap and | 
dentifrices ‘ , : 324-1 39-5 12 284-6 241-2 34:8 14 206-4 
6, 805-2 2 969- 6 14 5,835°6 4, g21- 2 \i 553- 1 32 | 3,368-1 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff 
Changes 


AUSTRALIA 


Tariff Decisions : The following decisions regarding the applica 


tion of the Australian Customs Tariff are among those issued by 


the Department of Trade and C ustoms : 


Classification and Duty ‘ede r 
the British Preferential Tariff 


Tariff leis No. 


Goods 





Dr ugs, ¢ he wieals and Medicines— 
2-Aminoheptane sulphate, when packed under a proprietary 


name or when put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of 


the forms mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A). 
285 (B) Free 

Beflavit 285 (B) Free 

Chiniofonum whe on pac oked under a proprieti ry name or when 
put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the forms men- 
tioned in Tariff Item 285(A) ... 285(B) Free 

Diencestrol, when packed under a proprietary name or when put 
up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the forms mentioned 
in Tariff Item 285(A) ... ov. . 285(B) Free 

Estiny] seu ‘ ‘ 285 (B) Free 

‘ Estradiol, ethinyl, when packed under a proprietary name 
or when, put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the forms 
mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 285 (B) Free 

Sulphathiazole sodium and desoxyephedrine, when packed 
under a proprietary name or when put up as a medicinal prepara- 
tion or in any of the forms mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A). 

285 (B) Free 

Sulphathiazole, suspension of, with 2-aminoheptane sulphate, 
when packed under a proprietary name or when put up as a 
medicinal preparation or in any of the forms mentioned in 


Tariff Item 285 (A) _ --- 285(B) ree 
Thizodrin 4 ase pee 285 ot Free 
Tuamine sulfate see .. 285(B Free 
Yatren oni 285 (I ‘ Free 


Electrical Appliances and Materials— 

Hose, rubber, armoured, in lengths not greater than 8 feet, 
fitted at either or both ends with metal connections, for use in the 
manufacture of portable hydraulic machines capable of per- 
forming, bending, straightering, lifting, inserting, removing and 


holding operations, under security 404 Free 
Meters, alternating current, watt-hour, 3-rate (or triple tariff) 
174 (Y) Free 


Tubes, electronic, viz. :— 


Phanotron tubes : 
tite: Gnd \ 181 (A) (2) 4s. 3d. each 
Kenotron tubes 

Ignitron tubes } 79 (D) (4) (a) Free 
Thyratron tubes 

Glow tubes 

Pentode tubes . 181 (A) (1) (b) Free 


4 
> 
Barretter tubes J 
Pentode tubes 
Phanotron tubes > 181 (A) (2) 4s. 3d. each 
Pliotron tubes J 

Kenotron tubes ) 

Ignitron tubes } 

Thyratron tubes } 

Glow tubes fitted with pin-) 

> 181 (A) (1) (b) Free 


. 179 (D) (4) (a) Free 


type bases 
Barretter tubes 
Glow tubes fitted with bayonet and screw-in type bases 
206 (A) 5% ad val. 
And for each £1 by which the equivalent in Australian currency 
of £100 sterling is less than £125 at the date of exportation. An 


additional duty of se yee — 8% ad val. 
Flats— 
Optical quartz flats for measuring or testing the flatness of 


precision surfaces—as a gauge ... 219 (C) Free 
Machinery, Machines, etc.— 

Sleeves, felt (so-called), for use on Sammying machines 
(leather-working) ... 415A (2) Free 


Rings— 
Gelatine, for use in conjunction with caps for hermetically 

sealing bottles. When imported in bulk 
U nspecified Free 


Rate of Duty 


ANTIGUA 


Customs Tariff Modification : The Board of Trade have received 
a copy of a Resolution (S. R. & O. No. 7 of 1945) passed by the 
Legislative Council on June 7, which provides for the following 
modifications to the Antigua Customs Tariff :— 


Rates of Duties 





Item Article 
No. Full Prefer- 


ential 





98. (1) Machinery : 

Machinery and parts thereof admitted as such by the Collector 
of Customs, viz.— 

(a) Self-contained, air-conditioning machines comprising 
elements for cooling, control of humidity, clearfing and cir- 


culating of air 5% = ad val. 14% 10% 
(6) Other kinds not including agricultural, drainage and 


irrigation : : ad. val. 15% 10% 
This item forme rly veil» — 
58. (1) Machinery— 
Machinery and parts thereof admitted as such by the Collector 

of Customs, viz.— 

(a) Agricultural, including drainage and irrigation 


ad val. 15% 10% 
(6) Sugar manufacturing including rum distillation 
ad val. 15° Yo 10% 
(c) Mining : ad val. 15% 10% 
(a) Electrical lighting and powe r for industrial purposes 
ad val. 15% 10% 
(e) Marine ad val. 15% 10% 


(f) Sewing machines ad val. 15% 10% 
(g) Water and sewerage ad val. 15% 10% 
(4) Printing ad val. 15% 10% 


(h) (1) Self-conté ined air-conditioning siiibiaeia comprising 
elements for control of humidity cleaning and circulating of air 
ad val. 14% 10% 
‘ re o 0/ 
..ad val. 15% 10% 


(i) Other kinds 


The Resolution also provides for the following addition to the 
list of exemptions from duty :— 

23A. Machinery, agricultural, including drainage and irriga- 
tion. 


* 


JAMAICA 


Duty Free Entry of Hotel Equipment : The Board of Trade have 
received a copy of the Hotels Aid Law, 1944, under which any 
person who desires to construct or equip a hotel may obtain a 
licence to import building materials and equipment into Jamaica 
free of duty and tonnage tax. A copy of this Law may be seen 
by persons interested at the Department of Overseas Trade, 
Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, London, 8.W.1. 





Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements 
UNITED KINGDOM—CHILE 


Prolongation of Commercial Modus Vivendi : H.M. Ambassador 
at Santiago reports that the United Kingdom and Chilean 
Governments have agreed to continue to extend to the commerce 
of the two countries, respectively, for a further period of twelve 
months from July 1, 1945, most favoured-nation treatment, as 
provided in the United Kingdom-Chilean Modus Vivendi of 
October 15, 1931. 

Exception is made, however, in respect of the favoured treat- 
ment accorded to boundary states, to facilitate frontier traftic, 
as well as that resulting from a customs union. 
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Overseas Trade Reports and 
Statistics 


BRITISH INDIA 


Crop Conditions and Outlook : The Department of Commercial 
Intelligence and Statistics, Calcutta, reports as follows on the 
crops in India for the weeks ended on the dates given :— 

Punjab, July 23. It has rained in parts of all districts except 
in the towns of Muzaffargarh and Dera Ghazi Khan. Standing 
crops are average to good. 

United Provinces, July 14. There have been light and heavy 
rainfalls. Standing crops are satisfactory. 

Central Provinces and Berar, July 20. There have been 
moderate to heavy rainfalls throughout the province except in 
Hoshangabad, Nimar and Betul. The sowing of kharif and paddy 
is progressing. Bright sunshine is badly needed to improve the 
condition of standing crops. 

Sind, July 27. Rainfall is widespread. The cotton crop is 
well and paddy transplantation is continuing. 

Bengal, July 18. The weather is seasonable. Standing crops 
are fairly satisfactory. The harvesting of Aus paddy and jute, 
and the transplantation of Aman seedlings are progressing. 

Bombay, July 27. There have been adequate and moderate 
rainfalls everywhere except in parts of Deccan and Karnatic. 
Cultural operations are progressing everywhere. Sowing has 
been retarded in the eastern parts of Deccan and Karnatic due 
to the deficient rains, but crops are satisfactory elsewhere. 

Assam, July 30. The weather is seasonable. Prospects of the 
outturn of crops are fair. 


* 


CANADA 


Capital Invested in Water Power: The fact that» more than 90 
per cent. of Canada’s total hydraulic installation is installed in 
central electric stations whose investment in plant and equip- 
ment is reported annually to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
Ottawa, facilitates the making of a reasonably accurate estimate 
of the total capital investment in water-power development. 

The average investment per installed horse-power in central 
electric stations as derived from the last completed census, that 
for the year 1943, is applied to the present installation in central 
stations and to this is added the estimated investment in pulp 
and paper mills and other industries together with the amount 
expended in the construction of government dams for the con- 
servation and regulation of water supply for power development. 

On this basis it is estimated that Canada’s present hydraulic 
installation of 10,283,763 h.p. represents a capital investment of 
approximately 1,871 million dollars. 


Coal Equivalent of Developed Water Power. Comparing the 
water power development in the Dominion with a corresponding 
development of fuel power under comparable conditions indi- 
cates that each installed hydraulic horse-power, if operated 
continuously throughout the year, would be the equivalent of 
about 4,066 tons of coal and Canada’s present hydraulic installa- 
tion of 10,283,763 h.p. would be equivalent to the annual use 
of about 42 million tons of coal. However, each installed 
hydraulic horse-power does not operate continuously due to 
variations in river flow and power demand. Taking account of 
the hydro-electric energy actually consumed in Canada in 1944, 
differentiating between electricity used for heating and that used 
for general power purposes, and making an, estimate of the power 
output of hydro-plants not generating electricity, an actual coal 
equivalent of approximately 25} million tons is indicated. 


* 


EIRE 


Overseas Trade, January-May : According to Trade Statistics 
issued by the Department of Industry and Commerce, Dublin, 
imports and exports in May last amounted to £3,292,522 and 
£2.436,362 as compared with £2,039,252 and £1,632,158 respec- 
tively in May 1944. The totals for the first five months of the 
current year were imports, £13,798,985 as against £11,887,203 
a year earlier, and exports £12,992,358 (£11,013,445). The value 
of the chief trading group in the five months ended May 31, are 
shown in the followifig table :— 


Imports Exports 
January~May January—May 


Group 
1945 | 1944 | 1945 | 1944 
£ ee ORY Pad iy 
Live animals . | 278,645 | 150,20545,261,061 |4,579,340 


Food, drink and tobacco |3,997,839 |4,246,111 |5,599,284 14,563,434 
Other raw materials and | | | 

manufactured goods |9,317,673 |7,344,193 |2,054,351 11,796,071 
Parcel post 204,828 | 146,694 77,662 74,600 





Distribution of Trade. The trade of Eire during the first five 
months of 1945 and 1944 was chiefly distributed as under :— 


Imports Exports 


January—May 


1945, | 1944 


Country January—May 
1945 1944 


£ £ £ £ 
. (6,749,906 15,579,415 |10,171,927 |8,655,334 
408,327 | 378,878 | 2,706,158 |2,197,897 


Great Britain 
Northern Ireland 


Canada . 11,338,127 1,882,292 | 3,152 921 
Argentina 745,167 | 589, 484} 206 1,280 
Brazil... 0... 850,111 | 117,664 | 7,550 | ‘ 
Dutch W. Indies 453,457 | 346,403 - 
Portugal bite ‘i 133,611 | 140,061 | 1,000 
Portuguese W. Africa 339,820 | 531,480 

Spain : 10,522 | 118,843 15,738 


United States... 1,536,313 |1,109,999 87,289 116,679 


* 
NEW ZEALAND 


Overseas Trade in February : Imports during February were on 
a comparatively low scale, the total value being £4,044,928, 
which compares with £4,766,116 for January and £5,451,919 for 
the corresponding month of 1944, states the “‘ Monthly Abstract 
of Statistics,” published by the New Zealand Census and Statis- 
tics Department, Wellington. Merchandise exports during 
February were valued at £6,158,462 as compared with £4,728,363 
in January and £4,494,712 in February 1944. The follcwing 
table gives particulars of the value of the overseas trade during 
the thirteen mopths ended Febtuary last :— 





Imports * Exports 


N.Z. N.Z. | Sterling 


Period | Sterling | 

| currency | equi- | currency |  equi- 

| valent | valent 

| £000 | £000 £7000 £7000 

1944—February awh, G6se | 4588 4,495 3,596 
March ... ees 7,926 | 6,341 6,499 5,199 
April... «| 4,704 | 3,763 | 5,559 | 4,447 

May we oes 9,644 | 7,715 6,132 | 4,906 
June... .. | 12,439 | 9,951 | 4,286 3,429 

July ea .-- | 10,234 8,187 | 6,287 5,030 
August .. . | 12,953 | 10,363 | 7,689 | 6,151 
September «a 5,598 | 4,478 7,004 | 5,603 
October sis 4,542 | 3,633 4,319 | 3,455 
November .. | 5,409 4,327 9,428 7,543 
December .. | 3,044 | 2,435 | 7,961 | 6,369 
1945——January te 4,766 3,813 4,728 3,783 
February xia 4,045 3,236 | 6,159 | 4,927 


* Includes defence materials and equipment, also lend-lease 
supplies. 





Advertisement 








EXPORT MANAGER, twenty years’ experience world-wide trade 
in Iron and Steel, Machinery and General Merchandise, fully capable 
handling all correspondence relating to export sales, shipping, etc., 
desires similar post. Write Box No. 46, H.M. Stationery Office 
(Advertisement Section), 421/9 Oxford Street, London, W.1. 








THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 


August 11, 1945 


The Board of Trade 


Millbank, London, S.W.1 


DEPARTMENTS 


Secretariat.—Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Bankruptey.—Kingsway Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool. (Blackpool 2635.) The Department of the Official Receiver in Bankrupto Aq 
London onbulll 


High Court, Bankruptcy Buildings, Carey Street, London, W.C.2. 


(Holborn 7641.) Official Receiver in Bankruptcy. 


Telephone: Whitehall 5140 


(Northern and Southern Districts)—42 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. (Euston 6821.) 
** Board of Trade Journal.’’—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Commercia! Relations and Treaties.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) > 
Companies (Winding Up).—Department of the Official Receiver in Companies Liquidation, Columbia House, Aldwych, London, W.C.2, 


(Chancery 5412.) 
Control of Factory an@ Storage Premises.—Millbank, London, S8.W.1. 
Establishment.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 


(Whitehall 5140.) 


Export Licensing.—4 Fenchurch Avenue, London, E.C.3. (Avenue 3111.) 
Finance.—New Oxford House, Bloomsbury Way, London, W.C.1. (Holborn 4311.) 
Import Licensing.—1-6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. (Euston 4433.) 
Industrial and Export Council.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1l. (Whitehall 5140.) 


Industries and Manufactures (Division I).—Millbank, London, S.W.1. 
1-6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. (Euston 4433.) 


(Whitehall 5140.) 91 Victoria Street, London, 8.W.1. (Abbey 7898, 


Industries and Manufactures (Division II).—Horseferry House, Horseferry Road, London, 8.W.1. (Victoria 6800.) 
Industries and Manufactures (Division III).—North Gate, Prince Albert Road, London, N.W.8. (Cunningham 8000.) 
Industries and Manufactures (Division IV).—Neville House, Page Street, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 9040.) 


Industries and Manufactures (Engineering).—Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


(Whitehall 5140.) 


Industries and Manufactures (General).— Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Insurance and Companies.—Romney House East, Tufton Street, London, 8.W.1. (Abbey 3801.) Bedford Hotel, North Promenade, 


Blackpool. (Blackpool 2635.) 
Intelligence and Parliamentary Branch.—Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


(Whitehall 5140.) 


Patent Office and Industria! Property.—25 Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. (Holborn 8721.) 51 Regent House, 


Cannon Street, Manchester, 4. (Blackfriars 1128.) 
Priorities. —Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Public Relations.—Millbank, London, 8.W.]. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Solicitor’s.—Millbank, London, S8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 


Abbey House, 2-8 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


(Abbey 4333.) 


(Including Ministry of Fuel and Power Branch, Dean Stanley Street, Millbank, London, 8.W.1.) (Abbey 7000.) 
Standards.—Boots Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool. (Blackpool 2635.) 


Statistics—Romney House East, Tufton Street, London, S.W.1. 
8.W.1. (Victoria 7032.) 

Trading with the Enemy.—24 Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 
address.) 


(Whitehall 5140.) 


(Holborn 4300.) 


Chapter Street House, Chapter Street, London, 


(The Custodian of Enemy Pruperty is at the same 





Department of Overseas Trade : (Joint Department under the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade.) Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 
5140.) Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, Grosvenor Road, London, 8.W.1. (Victoria 4477.) 

Export Credits Guarantee Department : 9 Clements Lane, London, E.C.4. (Mansion House 8771.) 

Central Price Regulation Committee : Queen Anne’s Chambers, 41 Tothill Street, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 7010.) London Area Local 


Price Regulation Committee: 23 Buckingham Gate, London, 8.W.1. (Victoria 7503.) 


2 Grosvenor Gardens, London, 8.W.1. (Sloane 9188.) 


The Local Retail Licensing Committee: 


REGIONAL CONTROLLERS 


- Northern. 
(Northumberland, Durham and the North Riding of 
Yorkshire.) 


2. North Eastern. 
(East and West Ridings of Yorkshire and York C.B.) 

3. North Midland. : 
(Derbyshire, Notts, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, Rutland, 
Northants, and Soke of Peterborough.) 

. Eastern. 
{Huntingdonshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Bedfordshire, Isle of Ely, Essex (less portion in Region 5) 
and Herts (less portion in Region 5).} 

. London. 
(Counties of London, and Middlesex, and those portions 
of Surrey, Essex, Kent and Herts within the boundary 
of the Metropolitan Police Area.) 

. Southern. 
(Oxfordshire, Bucks, Berks, Hants, Isle of Wight and 
Dorset.) 

. South Western. 
(Gloucester, Wilts, Somerset, Devon and Cornwall.) 


. Wales. 


. Midland. 
(Shropshire, Staffs, Warwick, Worcester and Hereford- 
shire.) 

. North Western. 
(Cumberland, Westmorland, Lancs and Cheshire.) 


. Scotiand. 


. South Eastern 
(Sussex and those portions of Kent and Surrey outside 
the boundary of the Metropolitan Police Area.) 


. Northern Ireland. 


Deputy Controller: J. Rhodes, Watson House, Pilgrim Street, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. (Tel.: Newcastle-on-Tyne 28831.) 
Sub-office: L. Ruddock, Cockton House, Cockton - Hill, Bishop 
Auckland, Co .Durham. (Tel.: Bishop Auckland 92.) 


. E. Naylor, Pearl Chambers, East Parade, Leeds, 1. (Tel.: 
Leeds 31761.) 


I. Piggott, O.B.E., M.C., Government Buildings, Clifton 


Boulevard, Nottingham. (Tel.: Nottingham 73013.) 


. W. Burkitt, New Court, Trinity College, Cambridge. (Tel: 
Cambridge 56221.) 

Sub-office: S. Taylor, 29 Chequer Street, St. Albans, Herts. 
(Tel.: St. Albans 5418). 


Captain S. J. Graham, 25 Victoria Street, London, 8.W.1, 
(Tel.: Abbey 3206.) 


Captain H. W. Weathersbee, Huntley & Palmers Building, King’s 
Road, Reading, Berks. (Tel.: Reading 60851.) 


Barry Kay, 37 Julian Road, Sneyd Park, Bristol, 9. (Tel.: 
Bristol 38446.) 
E. Brunning, 68 Cathedral Road, Cardiff. (Tel.: Cardiff 5920.) 
Sub-office: I. Jones, Kingsley House, West Parade, Rhyl, 
N. Wales. (Tel. : Rhyl 1181.) 


A. Heckle, C. M. L. Buildings, Great Charles Street, Birmingham, 
3. (Tel.: Birmingham Central 8231.) 


H. N. Grundy, 0.B.E., 77-79 Fountain Street, Manchester, 2. 
(Tel.: Manchester Central 5411.) 

Sub-offices: J. J. Adams, O.B.E., J.P., 30 Roper Street, White- 
haven, Cumberland. (Tel.: Whitehaven 470.) J. Paravicini, 
Cunard Buildings (1st Floor), Liverpool, 3. (Tel.: Liverpool 
Central 2336.) 


R. A. Maclean, 95 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, C.2.  (Tel.: 
Glasgow Central 6981.) 
Sub-office: F. H. Stockwell, 1 Overgate, Dundee. (Tel.: Dun- 
dee 6146.) 


Captain 8S. J. Graham, 25 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 
(Tel. : Abbey 3206.) 


G. H. E. Parr, M.B.E., Ministry of Commerce (Northern 


Ireland), Chichester Street. Belfast. (Fel.: Belfast 21212.) 
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